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Astrology — Capricorn

By Christopher Gibson

Capricorn, Latin for
Horned-Goat, is the

Pisces Austrinus, and Aquar-
ius. Located in the southern
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Vision Statement

tenth sign of the zodiac. The
opposing constellations  of
Capricorn and Cancer both
bear the distinction of being
the smallest and faintest of
the zodiacal signs. The
brightest star in Capricorn
has only a 3.6. magnitude.
The constellation of Capri-
corn is best viewed in Sep-
tember, where it is sur-
rounded by the constella-
tions of Aquila, Sagittarius,

celestial hemisphere, Capri-
corn is in a region called the
Sea, thus many of the close-
by constellations reveal an
aquatic theme. Since the
middle Bronze Age, Capri-
corn has been commonly
depicted as a mythical sea-
goat, with the curling tail of a
fish and the front quarters of
a male goat.

In Classical mythology Capri-
corn has been identified with

Capricorn, Leiden Aratea, c. 816

two key figures: Amalthea
and Pan. Amalthea, meaning
tender goddess, suckled the
infant Zeus in a cave on
Mount Aigaion in Crete.
Having been forewarned that

(Continued on page 4)

Capricorn Insights — Making Good Use of the Present

By Meg Dissinger

“Every environment offers opportunities
for Spiritual advancement, and one who
makes good use of present circum-
stances for spiritual ends will attract
new opportunities.”

Spiritual Astrology—C. C. Zain

| ruth be told, right now | am hanging on
to those words written above. The

crux of this article comes to you from a ser-
mon presented at Church of Light Headquar-
ters in December of 2006; however, my
heart right now is stuck here in northern
New Mexico as | face the death of my amaz-
ing and wonderful brother. In so many ways,

he set me firmly upon the spiritual path that
brought me to the Religion of the Stars. |
cannot fathom a world in which he is not the
formidable presence that | do so love and
admire. So | offer this piece to him. | think
you'll know when | am straying from the
original text, which was too short for this
publication anyway, since we originally were
doing a Solstice Service along with the Sun-
day message. Losing a sibling is a new jour-
ney for me. | don’t like it a bit, but if the
above saying is correct, and | believe it to be
true, then | must know that this experience is

(Continued on page 8)
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Editorial

By Christopher Gibson

"When you are inspired by some great purpose, some extraordi-
nary projects, all your thoughts break their bonds; your mind
transcends limitations; your consciousness expands in every di-
rection; and you find yourself in a great new and wonderful
world. Dormant forces, faculties and talents become alive and
you discover yourself to be a greater person by far than you
ever dreamed yourself to be." - Patanjali (Indian philosopher,
2" century BC)

I[n a horoscope, the Midheaven, or cusp of the 10 house, repre-
sents our goals, ambitions and general sense of purposefulness.
In a natural chart, the Midheaven and 10™ house are associated with
the sign of Capricorn, the focus of this issue of the Quarterly. Just
as goats in the wild scale the mountaintops, Capricorn individuals
express driving ambition, purposefulness and a need to make it to
the top.

Purposefulness is a psychological tendency to derive meaning from
life's experiences and to possess a sense of intentionality and goal-
directed behavior. Feeling good when we think of our past accom-
plishments and what we hope to do in the future contribute to our
sense of well-being and purposefulness.

Capricorn’s keywords are “| Use,” which also implies living a life of
usefulness. That is, living a life on purpose, with the confidence that
each and every one of us has been brought forth to fulfill a role in
God’s Great Evolutionary Plan. For some that goal may be lofty;
ending world hunger, non-violence, disease prevention, or human
rights. For others that goal may appear to be mundane, but no less
important; raising a family, beautifying one’s community, volunteer-
ing at a polling place or teaching a child to read.

Living with a sense of purposefulness may add to our longevity and
improved cognitive function as we age. As we get older, it is impor-
tant for us to identify personally meaningful activities and engage in
goal-directed behaviors. This is especially true of persons facing
retirement. To continue on in a life of usefulness, we must discover
pleasure in making plans for the future and bringing them into fulfill-
ment. The study of astrology and the application of The Brother-
hood of Light Lessons have as their objective the individual realiza-
tion of one’s purpose and place in the Divine Plan. When we real-
ize that purpose, our minds transcend limitations; our conscious-
ness expands in every direction; and we find ourselves in a great,
new and wonderful world.
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Capricorn Associations

Thought-Series: | Use
Ruling Planet: Saturn
Best Quality: Diplomacy
Worst Quality: Deceit
Talismanic Gem: Onyx, Sardonyx
Color: Dark Blue
Musical Tone: Low G

Capricorn Figures

Accountant, administrator, agriculturalist, ambassador,
architect, bookkeeper, boss, bureaucrat, caretaker,
chief, city-planner, civil engineer, civil servant, commis-
sioner, commodities broker, diplomat, director,
economist, engineer, envoy, executive, farmer, insur-
ance adjuster, insurance salesperson, leader, manager,
miner, public servant, security guard, structural engi-
neer, superintendent, supervisor, wholesaler.

Positive Capricorn Traits

Ambitious, accomplished, capable, careful, cautious,
circumspect, common-sense, competent, conforming,
conservative, conventional, dependable, determined,
diplomatic, discreet, dutiful, economical, efficient, ex-
acting, frugal, goal-oriented, habitual, judicious, logical,
matter-of-fact, methodical, meticulous, orderly, organ-
ized, practical, predictable, prepared, prodigious, pru-
dent, purposeful, reliable, responsible, safety-minded,
shrewd, sensible, structured, systematic, thrifty, tradi-
tional, utilitarian, vigilant, wary, watchful.

Negative Capricorn Traits

Acquisitive, apprehensive, ascetic, austere, avaricious,
burdened, calculating, cheap, cold, covetous, dispirit-
ing, dry, dreary, dull, fearful, formal, gloomy, glum,
grasping, grave, greedy, grim, habitual, impoverished,
inflexible, lackluster, limiting, materialistic, monoto-
nous, overburdened, plodding, plotting, reserved, re-
straining, rigid, routine, scheming, self-centered, self-
ish, serious, severe, sober, solemn, Spartan, standoffish,
stern, stoic, strict, tedious, timid, troubled, unbending,
uncompromising, unyielding, worried.
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(Astrology: Capricorn Continued from page 1)

one of his children would one day overthrow him,
Cronos had set about devouring his children as soon
as they were born. His consort, Rhea, secreted Zeus
away to the Isle of Crete, to be raised by the goat
Amalthea, and in his place gave Cronos a stone
wrapped in swaddling clothes to swallow. (It is from
the goddess Amalthea that we get the cornucopia, or
horn of plenty. However, this myth would not ex-
plain why Capricorn is pictured by a billy-goat and
not a nanny-goat.)

Pan appears to be the more likely origin of Capri-
corn. In Greek mythology Pan was the god of wil-
derness, shepherds and their flocks. He had the
horns and the hindquarters of a goat. Once, while
picnicking on the banks of the Nile, Pan was attacked
by the monster Typhon. Pan jumped into the river;
his body parts above the surface of the water re-
mained a goat, while those beneath the water took
the form of the tail of a fish.

In the Tropical Zodiac, the Sun enters Capricorn on
the Winter Solstice and passes through the sign of
Capricorn December 22 — January 19. In Sidereal
Astrology, the Sun is in Capricorn January |5 to Feb-
ruary |5. Taking up less than 30 degrees on the ellip-
tic, the Sun currently passes through the constella-
tion from January 19 to February |5.

Neolithic farmers domesticated goats around 10,000
years ago in order to have continual access to meat,
milk, fiber, and skins. Goats are naturally curious and
intelligent and can be easily trained; Capricorn indi-
viduals are always investigating their environments
and accumulating skills. In the wild, goats can be
seen at the tops of rocky crags; likewise, Capricorns
are high achievers who need to scale the heights.
They are always searching for a toehold by which
they can gain some advantage over others. Goats are
tough, agile, and survive on meager vegetation, and
Capricorns are survivors. The key words for Capri-
corn are | Use, as they are prone to exploiting the
resources of their environments for personal gain.
Goats are natural foragers that can live on a variety
of vegetation. Sometimes feral goats can over-graze
an ecosystem leading to erosion and desertification.

Capricorn belongs to the Moveable, or Cardinal
Quadruplicity, which also includes Aries, Cancer, and

(Continued on page 5)
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(Astrology: Capricorn Continued from page 4)

Libra. In Astrological Signatures, C. C. Zain describes the
moveable signs as, “active, energetic, and given to change;
even as gas generates power and finds it easy to move in
various directions little hindered by gravitation. They
break the trails that others follow, and start the enter-
prises that others finish.” Capricorns naturally pioneer in
the realms of business and industry. Along with Taurus
and Virgo, Capricorn is ruled by the element of Earth.
The earth signs share the qualities of practicality, pragma-
tism and industry.

Ruled by the cautious planet Saturn, Capricorns tend to
be naturally conservative, and dislike waste of any kind.
They make excellent recyclers or hoarders, holding on to

things they believe will be useful someday. They excel in
planning, organizing and preparing for the future.

Diplomacy is considered to be the best quality of the sign
Capricorn; they know how to say the right thing at the
right time for the greatest advantage. Deceit is consid-
ered the worst quality of Capricorn; if this sign is afflicted,
some Capricorns will do or say anything that will allow
them to maintain status or power.

The symbol for Capricorn V8 can either represent the Sea
-goat with a curling fishtail, or the circuitous path the goat
takes when scaling the heights.
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Dominant Capricorn Personality: Richard M. Nixon

By Christopher Gibson

Best known as the 37th
President of the United
States, serving from 1969 to
1974, Richard M. Nixon is a
controversial figure among
historians. He was born
Richard Milhous Nixon, on
January 9, 1913 at 9:35 p.m.
in Yorba Linda, California.
His parents, Hannah Milhous
and Frances Anthony Nixon,
raised him in a conservative
Quaker household that re-
frained from drinking, danc-
ing and cussing. After the
Nixon family ranch failed in
1922, the family moved from Yorba Linda to Whittier,
where his father opened a gas station and grocery store.
Nixon was raised with four brothers, Harold, Donald,
Arthur and Edward. Arthur died in 1925, when Nixon
was only twelve years old, and Harold died eight years
later in 1933.

Richard M. Nixon

Nixon alternately attended both Fullerton and Whittier
High Schools, where he played junior varsity football and
received formal tutoring in public speaking, becoming a
skilled debater. Nixon completed his undergraduate stud-
ies at Whittier College and graduated from Duke Univer-

sity School of Law in 1937. After college, Nixon returned
to Whittier to set up a law practice. While auditioning for
a part in a play at the Whittier Community Theater,
Nixon met Thelma Catherine (Pat) Ryan; they married in
Riverside, California, on June 21, 1940.

Nixon entered politics in 1946, when he was elected con-
gressman representing California’s 12th District. In 1950,
He was elected U.S. Senator, and in 1952 he was elected
Vice President under Dwight D. Eisenhower. In 1960,
Nixon waged an unsuccessful presidential campaign, losing
by a narrow margin to John F. Kennedy. In 1962 he lost
the race for Governor of California to Pat Brown.

Even with a string of defeats, Nixon, a persevering and
goal-oriented Capricorn, never gave up. In 1968, he ran
again for president. This was a period of social upheaval
that witnessed race riots in major cities, and violent con-
frontations between police and demonstrators protesting
the Vietnam War. The assassination of civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr. and Presidential candidate Robert
Kennedy had the nation reeling from shock. On Novem-
ber 5, 1968, Nixon defeated the Democratic candidate,
Vice President Hubert Humphrey, as well as the Independ-
ent, segregationist candidate, Alabama Governor George
Wallace, to emerge triumphant as newly-elected President
of the United States.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The Fourth House of land and the environment is the
Dominant house in Nixon’s chart. During his tenure as
president, he announced the formation of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, presided over the first Earth
Day, and supported other initiatives such as the Clean Air
Act and the National Environmental Policy Act.

Diplomacy is the best quality of Capricorn, and Nixon’s
tenure as president was defined by his foreign policy.
During his first year in office, Nixon sent word to the
Chinese that he wanted closer relations. Nixon’s|972
visit to the People's Republic of China ushered in a new
era of Sino-American relations. However, Latin-America
did not fare as well under Nixon’s regime. When the de-
mocratically-elected, Chilean President, Salvador Allende
came to power in 1970, Nixon pursued a campaign of
ClA-backed covert resistance. This ultimately led to the
1973 coup d’état by General Pinochet that culminated in
the assassination of Allende and the disappearance of
thousands of his supporters. In other parts of Latin Amer-

ica, Nixon stepped up covert operations against the Cas-
tro regime in Cuba. In May of 1972, Nixon engaged in
intense negotiations with Leonid Brezhnev. The results of
the summit had the two superpowers proclaiming a new
era of peaceful coexistence. Nixon felt that the United
States should encourage Israel to make peace with its
Arab neighbors while at the same time significantly in-
creasing arms deals to the Middle East, especially Israel,
Iran and Saudi Arabia. When Egypt and Syria attacked
Israel in October, 1973, Nixon initiated an airlift of
American arms to Israel. The result was an oil embargo -
Arab nations refused to sell crude oil to the US, in retalia-
tion for its support of Israel.

Deceit is the worst quality of Capricorn; and Nixon’s
downfall was to be his duplicity. Using the FBI, CIA, and
the IRS, Nixon and his close aides ordered harassment of
political figures and activists. On June 17, 1972 five men
were caught breaking into Democratic party headquar-
ters at the Watergate Complex in Washington, D.C. The
ensuing scandals and series of revelations made it clear

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 1)

offering me spiritual advancement if | use the experi-
ence as a means to those ends. Hold me and mine in
the Light.

Capricorn expresses in the spiritual world as absolute
justice; in the intellectual world as attraction and repul-
sion; in the physical world as relative justice which is
fallible and limited, and comes from humanity.
“Capricorn is receptive, and is also a reflective zodiacal
sign which pertains to earthly endeavor. These qualities
which express as receiving and not giving, of utilizing all
to its own advantage, are well

do, along with we ourselves being able to refrain from
self-judgment.  Relationships full of judgment are
doomed to failure. To me, the sense of hearing means
that | listen with my heart, my intuition, as well as my
physical sense of hearing. It means that | cease the in-
ner dialogue which gets in my way of really listening.

None of us have reached the state of perfection as far
as | know. We are human; we are fallible; we are all on
this amazing and wonderful journey of spirit. Forgive-
ness without judgment will carry us farther on our path
of spirituality than the journey of “l am right.” If we

experience injustice, can we

typified by the sense of hear-
ing. It is often quoted that
where speech is silver, silence
is gold; and Arcanum VIII pic-
tures this stable attitude of
listening.” (Sacred Tarot)

Capricorn is an exercise in
opposites. On one hand, the
end of the solar year can be
dark and dreary here in New
Mexico, and the spiritual mes-
sage sometimes feels as dark

take this experience and utilize
it without judgment? Can we
take every part of this and
make the best of it that we
can? That is making good use
of our experiences for spiri-
tual ends.

Our search for justice must
begin internally with our de-
sire to eradicate our own in-
justice toward others. It is
. Y our job to rid ourselves of

as the days. Yet then we
come to the reality of the
absolute joy one feels as the celebration of the Winter
represents justice in its absolute form.

The text in Spiritual Astrology mostly discusses the
story of Esau and Jacob, and how Jacob fooled his father
Isaac, in order to usurp the birthright of the eldest son.
This story has always seemed incomprehensible to me,
probably because we don’t have all those issues about
primogeniture these days. In those times, that was ab-
solute justice, and it is true that in any time we need
the energy of justice and equilibrium in order to func-
tion in the world.

Mostly, our sense of justice in the physical world is ter-
ribly flawed. | cannot imagine that anyone really feels
adequate to make judgments. | honor those people
who choose or are chosen for the task of judging; just
as | am often disgusted by how easily some become
corrupted by the power they have. But lest we forget,
there is a common adage that states, “To err is human,
to forgive is divine.” | believe this is the real message
hidden in this search for justice.

It is personal, this work to let go of judgment. Relation-
ships work best when we are able to be with others
without judging any part of who they are or what they

selfish interests as much as we
possibly can. We must try to
make this personal, because it always begins with self.
Service to others must be an intricate part of our rela-
tionship to Spirit. To think well and do nothing is the
highest form of stagnation and hypocrisy. To act with
good intention for the good of all, no matter how small
the action, is stepping forward for our life wave. No
one can tell another what action is right action, but
there must be action!

“Remember then, children of earth, that to be victori-
ous over ourselves and dominate obstacles is but a part
of the human task. To accomplish it entirely you must
establish equilibrium between the forces that you have
brought into play. All action produces reaction. The
will should foresee the shock of opposite forces in or-
der to temper or annul them. If the balance appears in
the prophetic signs of your horoscope, it signifies that
the future is balanced between good and evil, and warns
that an unbalanced mind is like an abortive sun.”

From a sermon presented by Rev. Meg Dissinger De-
cember 2006, at The Church of Light, Albuquerque,
NM.

V3
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Numbers as Archetypes: The Octad—Same Difference

By Scenza

Leaving the pristine, ethe- riodic Table of Elements demon-
real realm of the Heptad, strate periodicity, becoming most
we re-enter the material world stable when their outer energy
through the gateway of the levels bear exactly eight elec-
Octad. Excepting the Monad, trons. We ourselves have fash-
which provides the blueprint ioned our calendars on a similar
for all number, the Octad is principle, the standard week being
the only number within the comprised of seven days, and
Decad that allows for a cube (2 returning to the first day of a new
x 2 x 2 = 8), indicating its link week on the eighth day of the
with three-dimensionality and series.

the physical world. Again, in
stark contrast to the ‘“virgin”
properties of the Heptad, the
Octad is instead perhaps
“promiscuous”, in the words of
Michael Schneider, author of A
Beginner’s Guide to Constructing
the Universe (1994, p. 268), in that it is divisible by more
terms than any other within the Decad (i.e., 4, 2, and |).
The ancients called it “evenly even”, in that all of its divi-
sors are even, all the way down to the Monad. This is in
contrast, for example, to the Hexad, which is consid-
ered “oddly even”, because its

divisors are 3,2, and |. The paradoxical quip “same dif-
' ference” is well-suited to de-
scribe the Octad. Consider a
person completing a high school
degree: in one sense, that individ-
ual is considered to have mas-
tered certain material in order to
be awarded that degree. And yet,
once the party is thrown, he finds
himself a beginner all over again
upon entering the halls of a uni-
versity. Our hero is, at once,
accomplished and novice.

Even the shape of the number
itself (8), if studied carefully, re-
veals its symbolism. It is essen-
tially two circles touching at a mid
-point. A circle is an obvious sym-
bol of a cycle. Hence, in the Oc-
tad, we see evidence of two cy-
cles- one just finishing, the other just beginning. By de-
picting the same symbol horizontally instead of vertically,
we arrive at the modern glyph for infinity (), a constant
and eternal movement between the polar boundaries of
any form of manifestation.

The Octad occupies a unique
position within the Decad, in
that it demonstrates two sym-
bolisms concurrently. The main
theme of the Octad is periodic
renewal. For this reason, de-
pending on one’s perspective, it
can be seen either as the culmi-
nation of one process, or the
beginning of a new one. Hence,
Western musical scales are
based on seven tones, but it is
only with the return to the
eighth, or octave, that they
demonstrate completion. Like-
wise, some elements in the Pe-

The Octad works in much the
same way, in that it depicts the

(Continued on page 12)
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Tarot Correspondence— The Balance
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Divination

“Expresses in the spiritual world, absolute justice.
In the intellectual world, attraction and repulsion.

In the physical world, relative justice, fallible and limited, which comes from man.”

Admonition

“Remember, then, son of earth, that to be victorious over thyself and
dominate obstacles is but a part of the human task. To accomplish it

entirely thou must establish equilibrium between the forces that thou
hast brought into play. All action produces reaction. The will should
foresee the shock of opposite forces in order to temper or annul

them. If the Balance should appear in the prophetic signs of thy horo-
scope, it signifies that the future is balanced between good and evil,

and warns that an unbalanced mind is like an abortive sun.”

Astrology

Perfect equilibrium of forces produces crystallization. A solid is the result of an equi-
librium established between at least eight forces. First, two forces converge. And
about this point of equilibrium two forces meet from above and below, two from

right and left, and two from behind and in front; eight forces in all, well represented

by a cube with its six faces and a center. Verily, matter is nothing but spirit in a state
of equilibrium. The most earthy sign of the zodiac, the sign which the sun enters
when life’s forces are lowest and the waters and vapors of earth crystallize into ice
and snow, is Capricorn. Capricorn well expresses that equilibrium which results in
crystallization, and thus corresponds to Arcanum VIII.

Excerpts from The Sacred Tarot by C. C. Zain
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Tarot Card Example Spread—Lucky Seven

Tarot Spread Interpretation

The Querent asked, “What surrounds the purchase of the
home on Aloysia?”

Card Spread
The Past— Arcanum VI—The Two Paths “Temptation.”

The Present— Nine of Coins “money spent on associ-
ates; its inner interpretation is REASON.”

The Future — Ten of Swords (reversed) “sudden loss of
employment; its inner interpretation is PRACTICALITY.”

The Ability to Control— Three of Coins “a marriage
for money; its inner interpretation is EXPIATION.”

The Environment — Arcanum XIV—The Alchemist
(reversed) “Regeneration or Temperance.”

The Opposition— Arcanum XVIIl—The Moon
(reversed) “ Deception, False Friends.”
The Outcome—Horseman of Swords (reversed)

“..thoughts of enmity, strife or sickness...reversed, they
are plans and desires for his ruin.”

Summary

The Two Paths representing the past of the matter indi-
cates that the Querent has been plagued with indecision
and is currently trying to decide between two or more
houses.

The Nine of Coins in the present might indicate that the
purchase price is right and that the home might work well
for socializing or entertaining friends.

The future of the question is pictured by the Ten of
Swords reversed and shows that there might be competi-
tion or that the house might be off the market before the
Querent is ready to make a decision.

The ability to control the matter is represented by the
Three of Coins, read as a marriage for money. The buy-
ers might have to make a deposit to secure a purchase
agreement.
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The environment is signified by Arcanum XIV—The Al-
chemist (reversed) “Regeneration or Temperance.” The
property could feel very healing or like a right fit.

The opposition is Arcanum XVIIl—The Moon (reversed)
“Deception, False Friends.” This could indicate the misgiv-
ings the Querent had about a low-income housing devel-
opment just one block away, or possibly it indicates that
not all the facts are available from which to make a clear
decision.

The Horseman of Swords (reversed) as the outcome
does not bode well for a successful conclusion. If the
Querent enters into contract on this property she might
later have regrets or remorse, perhaps due to finding
something even more perfect.

3
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(Continued from page 9)

movement from one level of complexity to the next, or
from one order of achievement to the next. It demon-
strates sameness, in that it is a renewal of the original
theme. Yet that renewal is different, in that it operates
at a high level of accomplishment. Like a couple having a
baby, that child is at once a part of them, yet at the
same time a completely new, unique individual. The child
bears infinite possibilities, capable of anything in such a
pure, beginning state. Likewise, we can see the Octad
functioning in our lives wherever there is a repeated
cycle, a folding back of one end upon a new beginning.
And just as with a new baby, the possibilities for us too
are endless.

References:

lamblichus. (1988). The Theology of Arithmetic. (Robin
Waterfield, Trans.). Grand Rapids, MI: Phanes Press.

Schneider, M. (1994). A Beginner’s Guide to Constructing
the Universe. New York, NY: Harper Perennial.

Zain, C.C. (1994). The Sacred Tarot: The Art of Card Read-
ing and the Underlying Spiritual Science. Los Angeles, CA:
The Church of Light.
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Advertise in the 2013 Convention Program

Here’s an opportunity to make your service, talent, or
business product known to other members. At the
same time you help support the cost of hosting the
convention.

Space is also available for spiritual messages and/or spe-
cial messages to friends & family. Use your imagination
for a message to the universe at large — or whatever!

The space and rate breakdown is as follows:
. $50 you get a Full Page (8 /2 ” tall x 7 ” wide).

2. $30 you get /2 sheet, which is 4 '/4 ” tall x 7”
wide (or 8 2" tall x 3 /2" wide).

3. $I5 you can have 1/4 page or 2” tall x 7”
wide (or 4 '4 " tall x 3 /27 wide).

To participate in this opportunity,
please mail or email the following:
I.  Advertising material, and/or personal message
2. Ad space requirement
3. Your contact information

Please send us your Ad copy to:
The Church of Light, 2119 Gold Avenue SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
or
churchoflight@light.org.

All ads and messages will be submitted to you by email
as a PDF file for your final approval
before they are printed.

('.'_]'lzlr\'h o” Iz:‘lﬂl (onvention 2013

The Alchemist's Laboratory:
Transforming Your Everyday Life

3 easy ways to donate for your Ad:

Send a Check or Money Order in the mail with your
Convention Ad

Call Headquarters and give your Credit Card infor-
mation over the phone

Go Online and make a General Fund Donation and
write Convention Ad in the comment box.

For questions and/or clarifications, call 1(800) 500 0453 or email at churchoflight@light.org.
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Convention 2013—The Alchemist's Laboratory:
Transforming Your Everyday Life

The 2013 Church of
Light Convention, “The
Alchemist’s Laboratory:
Transforming Your Eve-
ryday Life” will be held
June 21-23, 2013, in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico.
This fun-filled and infor-
mative convention in-
cludes preconference
tours and two full days of
speakers focusing on the
captivating topic of Al-
chemy. You will discover
how you can unlock its
ancient secrets and apply
them in transforming
your life. ~ The 2013
Church of Light Convention is also a great opportunity to
meet like-minded people who share your interest in as-
trology, alchemy, and tarot.

Three-headed Mercurial Dragon

Pre-conference Tours

For those of you who are planning to make New Mexico
your vacation destination, we have planned two exciting
day trips. On Wednesday, June 19, 2013, we will be taking
a scenic train ride from Albuquerque to Santa Fe on the
Rail Runner. Santa Fe bears the distinction of being the
oldest capital city in the United States. When it was
founded in 1608, Santa Fe was originally called La Villa Real
de la Santa Fé de San Francisco de Asis (The Royal Town
of the Holy Faith of St. Francis of Assisi).

There are more than five museums and scores of art gal-
leries all within walking distance of the downtown Santa
Fe Plaza. The Palace of the Governors, built in 1610 atop
the ruins of an Indian
pueblo, is the oldest con-
tinuously occupied public
building in the U. S. and
houses history and art ex-
hibits. The New Mexico
History Museum is the new-
est museum in Santa Fe and
has wonderful interactive
exhibits on the state’s his-

Rail Runner to Santa Fe

tory. Built in 1917, The New Mexico Museum of Art dis-
plays changing exhibitions of the state’s remarkable collec-
tion of regional art. The Governor’s Gallery, displayed on
three levels of the State Capitol building, features the
work of prominent New Mexican artists. The Museum of
Contemporary Native Arts (MoCNA) is the country’s
only museum for exhibiting, collecting and interpreting the
most progressive work of contemporary native artists.
The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum is dedicated to Georgia
O’Keeffe (1887-1986), one of the most significant artists
of the 20th century, and her contemporaries.

Eating out is a major pastime in Santa Fe, which features
dozens of restaurants with high-profile chefs as well as
more affordable fare. We'll break up the day’s journey.
with a delicious lunch within walking distance of the plaza.
After lunch there will be time to break into groups for
shopping or additional museum visits. At end of day, we
will return to Albuquerque on the Rail Runner. The fees
for this excursion will be paid individually. For budgeting
purposes, a round-trip day pass on the train is approxi-
mately $10, Museum admissions average about $10 per
site, and lunch should be less than $20.

Thursday, June 20, 2013, is not for the faint of heart, as we

will travel to the top of \\

Sandia Crest aboard
the Sandia Peak Tram-
way. 2.7 miles long,
this is the world’s third
longest  single span
tramway. Over this
distance the gondolas
ascend more than
4,000 feet. The average
speed of the tram car
is 12 mph, and the length of the ride, called a flight, is ap-
proximately 15 minutes. The Sandia Crest towers above
Albuquerque at an elevation of 10,678 feet. The mountain
is home to the Sandia Mountain Wilderness Area, part of
the Cibola National Forest. As a result of the great
change in elevation from the base of the mountain to the
crest, as well as changes in temperature and amount of
precipitation, we will travel through four different eco-
zones. At the top of the mountain, we will hike through

Sandia Tram

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

Alpine forests and meadows, enjoying numerous varieties
of native wildflowers that bloom at this time of year. At
the top of the crest is High Finance Restaurant, which will
provide lunch for our outing. The group-rate fee for
round-trip passage on the tram and lunch is $38. This will
be payable in advance, as this trip requires reservations.
We hope you will join us for these two exciting day trips.

Pre-conference Intensive

On Friday, June 21, a pre-conference intensive titled The
Alchemy of Progressions, facili-
tated by professional astrologer
Christopher Gibson, will be of-
fered for $45 as a fundraiser for
The Church of Light. In this three
-hour workshop, from 9:30 a.m.
—12:30 p.m., participants will
learn how to read a progression
report in order to determine
upcoming trends in one’s life.
Each registrant will be taught how
to look at his or her chart from
the perspective of what patterns
in consciousness might be stimu-
lated under particular progressed aspects. Special atten-
tion will be placed on harmonizing discordant planets and
aspects using affirmations, visualizations, environmental
factors and behavioral changes.

Christopher Gibson

Initiations

Church of Light Initiations are a highly anticipated feature
of our conventions. Initiations are when members are
formally inducted into the organization, as well as marking
grade and degree changes. This inspiring ritual will be offi-
ciated by Hermetician members of The Order of the
Sphinx on Friday evening, June 21. Please let us know if
you would like to participate in the Ritual of Initiation by
checking the appropriate box in the registration form. If
you have any questions about your eligibility or grade
level, feel free to contact us at headquarters.

Convention

We have an exciting group of speakers and topics in the
planning stages for 2013, some of whom will be presenting
for the first time at a Church of Light Convention. In each
Quarterly between now and convention time, we will be

featuring a few of our speakers and proposed presenta-
tions:

Linda Oglesby - The Planets as
Symbolized in the Metals of Alchemy

Linda joined The Church of Light in 2010 and attended her
first convention in 201 1. She was so
excited by the teachings and camara-
derie that she chose to return as a
presenter for the 2013 Convention.
Linda has a diverse resume; she has
worked as a medical technician in the
Cook County Hospital in Chicago
lllinois, taught English and Math
through the Los Angeles Unified
School District and San Diego Com-
munity College District, and worked
for 23 years as a revenue agent for
the Treasury Department. Linda has
a background in Theosophy and is an ordained minister of
the Universal Foundation for Better Living, a licensed
teacher for the Johnnie Colemon Academy, the teaching
arm of Christ Universal Temple located in Chicago, where
she has served on of the Board of Directors as treasurer.
For the last year Linda has been studying chart erection in
preparation for her exams with the American Federation
of Astrologers.

Linda Oglesby

Linda’s presentation will lead participants through the
symbolism of alchemical metals as they correspond to the
planets of astrology.

Jeffrey L. Rhynard - Alchemy in Science
and Spirituality

Jeff works in nursing and has
been a lifelong student of natu-
ral sciences, having explored
many facets of esoterica, self-
help, new age philosophy, and
religions in search of that
which is hidden. While in jun-
ior high, he aspired to become
a parapsychologist, only to be
redirected by his school coun-
selor. He is a second grade, 6t
degree member of the Church

Jeff Rhynard

(Continued on page 15)
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of Light, which he joined in 2004. Jeff's presentation will
reveal how spirituality was, and is, an essential part in all
phases of science growth, from old, in which spirituality
remains hidden, to accepted science studies in which an
unseen force had to be acknowledged, to fringe science
experiments in which spirituality is purposefully used. Jeff
has a small Van de Graaff generator on hand to illustrate
the power of changing/moving unseen forces; this is cer-
tain to be a hair raising experience for those members of
the audience willing to participate in a hands on demon-
stration.

Allyn McCray -
Alchemy: From A toY

Allyn McCray’s interest in Egyp-
tian Tarot led her to join the
Church of Light in 2002. She
now serves the Church as Minis-
ter, Hermetician, Certified
Teacher, Mentor, Section Advi-
sor to Paws as a member of The
Order of the Sphinx, WebTeam
Coordinator, and Communica-
tions Director. She occasionally
contributes articles to The Quar-
terly and is active on the Cur-
riculum Committee and the Convention Committee. Al-
lyn’s presentation asks the questions: What is Alchemy?
What are the Universal Principals of Alchemy? And why
should we study Alchemy? The answers will be sought in
the legends of the Emerald Tablet, Alchemy and its trace-
able history from the Egyptians, to the Arabs, to the
Greeks, to the Europeans, and in the stories of famous
alchemists.

Allyn McCray

Costume and Dance
Party

Stellarians know how to have a good
time, and no conference is complete
without a party. Saturday night’s
Awards Banquet will be followed by a
Hogwarts Reunion Costume Ball. This
will be a night to remember. For 2013
we are negotiating with Clan Tynker, a
magical family circus, for an evening of
entertainment.

2011 Awards

Best Western Rio Grande Inn

Best Western Rio Grande Inn

This year’s conference will be returning to the Best West-
ern Rio Grande Inn located in Albuquerque's historic Old
Town district, at 1015 Rio Grande NW. This classic
Southwestern inn offers warm hospitality, cool drinks, and
excellent regional cuisine. It is within walking distance to
unique shopping, dining, galleries, and museums. A com-
plementary shuttle is available to transport you to and
from the Albuquerque Sunport, Old Town Plaza, the In-
dian Pueblo Cultural Center, and the Bio Park. The
Church of Light has secured a special group rate for our
members and friends who plan to attend our convention
June 21-23, 2013. The Best Western Rio Grande Inn has
graciously offered our attendees the same discounted
room rate of $89 plus tax per night that was offered in
2011. Our special group rate is also valid three days be-
fore and two days after our event for those who would
like an extended stay in New Mexico. To make your ho-
tel reservations, call 1.800.959.4726 or, locally,
505.843.9500. When making your reservation, please iden-
tify yourself as a member of The Church of Light in order
to receive our group discount. The Best Western Rio
Grande Inn provides complimentary shuttle service to and
from the Albuquerque International Airport from 7:00am
to 10:00pm daily.

Conference Registration

The incredibly low rate of $175 includes both days of
workshops, lunch buffet for Saturday and Sunday, the Fri-
day night reception, and the Awards Banquet. Single day
attendance is available for $110. Additional guests who are
not attending the convention can join you at the Awards
Banquet for $40. Friday’s preconference workshop on The
Alchemy of Progressions is offered for $45 as a fundraiser
for The Church of Light.

For detailed updates on our convention plans, please visit
the 2013 Convention page on our website: www.light.org
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Membership Room

The Weekly Beacon

A Would you like to receive weekly up-to-date information
| about Church of Light activities, events and special offers via

If so, either go online to www.light.org and register as a
member and choose “yes to be notified” or send us an email
to churchoflight@light.org with your request.

email?

We'll be happy to add you to the Weekly Beacon contact

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook ...
Ali McCray, CofL Communication Director, has created a Facebook page and Twitter feed for
the Church of Light and its members. If you're interested, make friends with the Church Of
Light and add your comments or subscribe.

For more information contact: ali@light.org

list.

Sponsorship Program

The Church of Light offers a Sponsorship Program for
financially disadvantaged members. Sponsors agree to
financially assist a member in their C of L studies by do-
nating  their membership fee, lessons, and the exam
processing fee as the student studies the lessons and
passes exams.

To remain in the sponsorship program, an enrolled mem-
ber must pass an exam once every six months with a
grade of 75% or better. The next course is mailed only
upon completion of the previous course.

There are always more members wishing to be spon-
sored than we have sponsors.

If you are interested in anonymously sponsoring a mem-
ber in need, please contact our Membership Minister,
Rev. Patrick Ramsey, at drpat@prodigy.net or call the
office Monday, Tuesday or Thursday from 9:30 a.m. —-5:30
p-m. Mountain Time at 505-247-1338.

Patrick Ramsey (and assistant Tigger) |
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Members Seeking Contact in Their Area

The following Church of Light member is seeking to make contact with like-minded students near Paradise, CA

Fredmichael: fmclaw@att.net

Volunteer Opportunities—The Order of the Sphinx

The Order of the Sphinx is an organization of Hermeti-
cians continuing their service to the Church of Light.

Currently The Order of the Sphinx is recruiting Certi-
fied Teachers and Hermeticians to participate as mentors
in the Mentorship Program. Duties involve communicat-
ing with students by email or telephone who are cur-
rently passing their Brotherhood of Light Lessons. If you
are interested in volunteering your time as a mentor con-
tact:

peter@light.org
or scribe.sphinx@light.org

Welcome New Hermetician S Gl of Ty,

David Duran Elihetly Mexjamine

Ali McCray, CofL Communication Director, has created a Facebook page and Twit-
ter feed for the Church of Light and its’ members. If you’re interested, make

friends with the Church Of Light and add your comments or subscribe.
For more information contact: ali@light.org
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Fort Worth, Texas, Activities

The Fort Worth Center offers
Brotherhood of Light classes
on the first and second Tuesdays
of the month from 7-9 p.m.

Religious services are held on the

All classes and services are held at:

Owl’s Clover Bookstore
3037 James Avenue
Fort Worth, Texas

‘_'\;7 il third Sunday of the month at || am. 817-921-5809

URCH OF LIGHT

A schedule for the upcoming year is
available on their website at:

owlswebnest.com.

Upcoming Classes: In-Depth Astrological Delineation

Five Consecutive Thursdays
February 21—March 21, 2013
6:30—8:30 p.m. MST

Learn to refine your techniques for astrological chart interpretation. Every week for five weeks we will offer in-
depth analysis of the natal chart, astrodynes, and progressions of a historical figure or someone currently in the
news. Your instructor, Christopher Gibson, will walk you through the steps that would be followed in a profes-
sional astrological consultation. This is an opportunity to gain greater interpretative skills and to build vocabu-
lary associated with the planets, signs, houses, and aspects in a chart. Special attention will be given to how the
structure of the natal chart impacts the way we interpret progressed aspects.

This class is for the astrological student who is already familiar with the basic keywords for the planets, signs,
houses, and aspects, and who has a rudimentary knowledge of how progressions work.

For students outside of Albuquerque, the class will be offered live, online, and archived for later viewing.
There is a suggested donation of $12 per class or $50 for the five-week series.

Instructor: Christopher Gibson
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Sunday Services and Roundtable Discussions

Wk .
Vicki Brewer Meg Dissinger Yvette Fortin

v

Paul Brewer

Participate with us live at Church of Light Headquarters in
Albuquerque, New Mexico
or online at: www.light.org

Astrological Meditations
A discussion group facilitated by Veiga O’Sickey is held on
the First Sunday of the month at || a.m. commencing in February

Finding Our Light by Accepting Our Shadow

Join Yvette Fortin on the Second Sunday of the month at | | a.m. for an
overview of Hermetic studies

Religious Services

Join our ministerial team consisting of Paul Brewer, Vicki Brewer, Meg
Veiga O’Sickey Dissinger, Christopher Gibson, Allyn McCray and Radine Ramsey on the Radine Ramsey
Third Sunday of the month at | | a.m. for our monthly religious service

Calendar Third Sunday Services—2013

Date Event Presented by
January 20, 2013 Aquarius Service Veiga O’Sickey & Christopher Gibson
February 17,2013 Pisces Service Pat Ramsey, Paul Brewer & Allyn McCray
March 17,2013 Aries-Vernal Equinox Service Christopher Gibson & Meg Dissinger
April 21, 2013 Taurus Service Paul Brewer & Allyn McCray
May 19, 2013 Gemini Service Veiga O’Sickey& Christopher Gibson
June 23, 2013 Cancer Service-Summer Solstice To Be Announced
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OUR MISSION:

To promote Universal Welfare and the exaltation of human-
kind through the teaching and practices of the Religion of
the Stars as outlined in the writings of C.C. Zain.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:

A loving Cosmic Intelligence, of which we are all a part,
whose infinite goodness guides us through undeviating natu-
ral law.

A Divine Plan manifests through progressive evolution in
which each soul has a unique and important role.

A soul is completely moral when to the maximum extent of
its abilities it adheres to the universal moral code: Contrib-
ute Your Utmost to Universal Welfare.

The realization of the soul’s Mission and the attainment of
Self-Conscious Immortality is the goal toward which each
soul moves.

Love is the way to life. Unselfish Love alone makes immor-
tality possible.

Through the proper exercise of one’s mentality using Di-
rected Thinking and Induced Emotion, it is possible to con-
trol one’s own life and destiny, both here and hereafter.

Astrology is the Golden Key that unlocks the door to un-
derstanding the Soul’s true character and potential.

The safe development of extrasensory perception
(Extension of Consciousness) is the best tool for realizing

Building A Better World With A Better Vision!
The Church of Light Vision For the 21st Century

each individual’s mission in the Divine Plan and for verifying
the survival of the soul after death of the physical body.

Religion is the sister of Science, and it evolves by incorpo-
rating new information as it is discovered and verified.

OUR VISION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY:

We are a powerful force for good and for spiritual enlight-
enment and expand the reach and experience of our mem-
bers because:

We provide reliable and verifiable information regarding the
nature of the soul and its relationship to Deity and other life
forms;

We seek out reliable and verifiable information regarding life
on higher planes of existence, especially in regard to the
transition we call death and the nature of the next life;

We develop increasingly advanced tools and training in as-
trology, extrasensory perception, directed thinking and in-
duced emotion toward the end of maximizing each person's
happiness, usefulness and spirituality;

We promote the importance of the four essential freedoms:
Freedom from Want, Freedom from Fear, Freedom of Ex-
pression and Freedom of Religion;

We build a sense of community and spiritual purpose which
uplifts and inspires our members to Contribute Their Ut-
most To Universal Welfare.




